17™ SUNDAY AFTER
HOLY TRINITY

October 12, 2025
St. John's Lutheran Church-LCMS
Pastor Hoffman: pastor@brandthoffman.com
Office: sjlc1950@gmail.com
1101 6th Street
Sutherlin, OR 97479
Office: 541-459-3701
saintjohnslcms.org
Live Stream: https://tinyurl.com/streamstjohn

Prayer before Worship: O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer
and comforter, as | come to worship you in Spirit and in
truth, | humbly pray that you would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that | may repent of my sins,
believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior and grow in Grace
and Holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.




Old Testament Reading Proverbs 25:6-14

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the
place of the great, for it 1s better to be told, “Come up here,” than
to be put lower in the presence of a noble. What your eyes have
seen do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the
end, when your neighbor puts you to shame? Argue your case
with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s secret,
lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute
have no end. A word fitly spoken 1s like apples of gold in a
setting of silver. Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise
reprover fo a listening ear. Like the cold of snow in the time of
harvest 1s a faithful messenger to those who send him; he
refreshes the soul of his masters. Like clouds and wind without
rain 18 a man who boasts of a gift he does not give.

L This 1s the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 4:1-6

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There 1s one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and 1n all. But grace was given to each one of us according to the
measure of Christ’s gift.

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel  According to St. Luke 14:1-11

C  Glory to You, O Lord.

One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler
of the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. And
behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. And
Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?”” But they remained
silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away.
And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox
that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not
immediately pull him out?” And they could not reply to
these things. Now he told a parable to those who were
invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of
honor, saying to them, “When you are invited by someone
to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest
someone more distinguished than you be invited by him,
and he who invited you both will come and say to you,
‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin
with shame to take the lowest place. But when you are
invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your
host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at
table with you. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

L: This 1s the Gospel of the Lord
C  Praise to You O Christ



The Week Ahead Tuesday-Friday

Sunday Wednesday:

#9:00am Bible Study ¢Debbie’s Office Hours: 1:30
#10:00am Divine Service *Bible Study: 1:00 Joel
Serving today:

Elder/Lector: Harvard Isaak

Musician:

Acolyte: Jeannie Hoffas

_ TAKING COMMUNION IN THIS CHURCH
Communing in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
| (LCMS) means you are First Baptized into the Name of
'”% the Father and the Son and The Holy Spirit and you have
Al membership in The LCMS and have been prepared in
OLY w 3 % this Church Body to receive Holy Communion. If you
-y have not been prepared for this, please hold off and talk

OMMUNION to Pastor Hoffman after Church. Thank you for respecting
our beliefs.

In Luke 14:1-11, Jesus attends a Sabbath meal at the home of a Pharisee,
where He heals a man with dropsy, exposing the Pharisees’ hypocrisy. Though
they were quick to accuse Him of breaking Sabbath law, they themselves would
rescue an ox or son in distress. Jesus shows that God's law is given for mercy
and love, not self-righteous legalism. He then tells a parable about guests
scrambling for places of honor at a feast. Earthly pride and self-exaltation lead
only to humiliation, but those who humble themselves before God will be
exalted. In Lutheran understanding, this text confronts our sinful tendency
toward pride and works-righteousness, driving us to repentance. Christ, the true
humble One, took the lowest place—bearing the cross for us—so that we may be
lifted up. The Christian life is marked not by grasping for honor, but by humility
flowing from Christ’s grace.

Since Christ humbled Himself to take the lowest place on the cross for
us, how does His gift of grace free us from striving for honor and
instead enable us to serve others in humility?



Psalm 2:1-12 (ESV)

'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
’The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the LORD and against his
Anointed, saying,

3“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their
cords from us.”

*He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds
them in derision.

>Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify
them in his fury, saying,

®“As for me, | have set my King on Zion, my holy hil
/I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are
my Son; today | have begotten you.

8Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.

%You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers
of the earth.

11Serve the LorD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the
way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all
who take refuge in him.
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Onward, Christian Soldiers
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557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way
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On Christ 1 build, He is the one foun - da tion,
Thisman pre vailed, The God-man and none oth e,
All you who thirst For grace that fails you nev er.
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845 Where Charity and Love Prevail
A
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2 With  grate - ful  joy and  ho - Iy  fear  His
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God 15 ev - er found; Brought here to - geth - er
char - 1 - ty we learn; Lel us  with heart  and
we  our faults con - fess, And et  uws  love ecach
\ all  con - ten - tion cease; Be God's the glo - ry
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by  Christ's love By  love are we thus  bound
mind and soul Now love Him in re - tum,
oth - er  well In Chrs-tian ho - i - ness
that we seek;, Be ouws Hs ho - ly peace.

5 Let us recall that n our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body jomed
We are in Him made one.

For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father 15 the same,



